
A quick introduction 
to public procurement -
legislation and rules

Seminar
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Introduction

Rationale
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Public procurement reform
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Legal background
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Directives

Legal framework
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Choice of procurement procedure

Qualification and selection of candidates 

and tenderers

Publicity of proposed procurement 

contracts

Design of technical specifications

Scope of the 
directives

Award of contracts
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Equal treatment

Non-discrimination

Competition

Basic principles of public procurement 
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Proportionality

Transparency

Value for money
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14%of GDP

or 2 trillion

euro

For public authorities,
procurement is a powerful
tool for spending public
money in an efficient,
sustainable and strategic
manner, especially in times of
strained national budgets.
Better managed procurement
can lead to significant savings
in public budgets and to more
investment.

Scope
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Procurement issues today

At EU level, several initiatives launched in the past years are starting to bear fruit
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Procurement issues today - 2
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Procurement issues today - 3
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Positive example

Change can also happen bottom-up 
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What needs to 
improve 

The Commission has identified six priority areas, where clear
and concrete action can transform public procurement into a
powerful instrument in each Member State’s economic policy
toolbox, leading to substantial benefits in procurement
outcomes.
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1. Ensuring wider uptake of strategic 
public procurement
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2. Professionalising public buyers
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3. Improving access to procurement 
markets
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4. Increasing transparency, integrity 
and better data
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5. Ensuring wider uptake of strategic 
public procurement
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6. Cooperating to procure together
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Discussion


