


Status quo and definitions

New legal acts1
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545 1 097 €1.5
billion

€19.27
billion1 927

CENTRAL OFFICE - OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY

1 371 €12.28 billion2023

€11.5
billion339



New perspectives in the fight against PIF related fraud 
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 Art. 325 TFEU and

Commission decision

establishing OLAF

 Regulation 2988/95 on the

protection of the EC financial

interests

 Regulation 2185/96 concerning

on the spot checks and

inspections

 Regulation 883/2013 – OLAF

concerning the investigations of

OLAF, as amended by

Regulation 2223/2020

 PIF Convention and PIF Directive -

Directive 2017/1371

 EPPO Regulation - Regulation (EU)

2017/1939

 Regulation 1303/2013 and Sector

Regulations

 Financial Regulation 2018/1046

 Regulation (EU) 2021/1059 and

specific ETC Rules (Commission

Impl Decisions 2022/74 and CD

2022/75 on the list of Interreg

programs and areas, and support)

How is each one of  these legal acts related to ETC?
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What is Expenditure Fraud?

What is PIF Fraud?2



Now serving as the menu for the Material competence of the EPPO



CRIMES INVESTIGATED BY THE EPPO*



CENTRAL OFFICE - TYPOLOGIES IDENTIFIED IN ACTIVE EPPO CASES

1 486
33.92%

379
8.65%

209
4.77%
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9.24%

873
19.93%

131
2.99%

72
1.64%

226
5.16%

599
13.67%



Comparison between 

administrative checks and 

criminal investigations
3
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How and who can send signals/allegations? 
Whistleblowing.

How is this information registered?

What if it’s a non-working day?

 Is the whistleblower notified about the actions of the 
authorities? 

The “good” and “bad” information.

Investigations: Working with irregularity and fraud allegation
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 Administrative 
investigation/check

 Requesting, collection and
verification of information
and documents ;

 Asking for explanations
(additional information,
interviews)

 Conduct of OTSC or
documentary checks

Methods of obtaining evidence
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Life cycle of an administrative investigation/check

What about criminal investigations?





Reporting of irregularities and 

fraud4









What is the difference between reporting to the Commission and reporting to the judicial or law 
enforcement authorities? What about to the EPPO?



Intermediate bodies

Managing Authorities/ETC MS– where the 
money is paid to the beneficiary

Anti-Fraud Service

OLAF

Certifying 
Authority

Mechanism of Irregularity/Fraud Reporting
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Red flags and practical 

knowledge5
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How to detect fraud in your daily work?
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Public Procurement – highest number of irregularities in EU/highest in
damage in criminal investigations
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THANK YOU


