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2014-2020?
Mercedes Acitores. Interact



Macrodata global view



Thematic clusters



Thematic clusters per strands and 
partnership



Healthcare provision



Social inclusion



Innovation



Training and networking



Possible synergies between Interreg projects



Other EU funds for healthcare
ESF + EU4HEALTH HORIZON EUROPE

Management Shared Management: EC and 

Regional and/or National

Direct Management EC Direct

Management

Territorial

scope

Regional/National EU Level EU Level

Main themes European Pillar for Social Rights on 

social inclusion (relevant for health), 

employment, education & skills.

Supporting implementation and 

national structural reforms in these 

fields.

Contributing to MS’s efforts to 

improve social inclusion and 

integration (relevant for health) and 

reduce unemployment, advance 

quality and equal opportunities in 

education and training

Boost EU’s preparedness 

for major cross-border 

health threats; 

Strengthen health systems 

so they can face epidemics 

as well as long-term 

challenges; 

More equitable access to 

medicines and medical 

devices, more prudent and 

efficient use of 

antimicrobials, medical and 

pharmaceutical innovation 

and greener manufacturing.

Improving and protecting the 

health and well-being of citizens 

of all ages by generating new 

knowledge and innovative 

solutions.

Developing health technologies, 

mitigating health risks, protecting 

populations and promoting good 

health and well-being in general 

and at work; 

Making public health systems 

more cost-effective, equitable 

and sustainable, prevent and 

tackle poverty-related diseases 

and support and enable patient 

participation and self

management



Lessons learnt for 2021-2027



What after COVID 19? Are there any 

new approaches regarding access 

to healthcare? 
Laura Belenguer. Interact 



Cross Border Healthcare and 

Patient Mobility
Caitriona Muller. Association of 

European Border Regions.  





Cross-Border Co-operation in 
Health- What can Interreg 

do?
Presentation to INTERACT Seminar – 22nd June 2022

Ms Caitriona Mullan, AEBR Cross-Border Co-operation Expert 

Association of European Border Regions (AEBR/ARFE/AGEG)



Drawing on:

• AEBR DG SANTE Study: Cross Border Patient Mobility in 
Selected EU Regions (2022)

• Health and healthcare-related AEBR/DG REGIO B Solutions Case 
Studies (solutions to cross-border legal and administrative 
obstacles)

• 3 decades hands-on experience in cross-border territorial co-
operation (+ 1 decade within health service)

• Direct experience of managing Interreg programmes

• Learning from COVID-19 Pandemic as regards health of border 
populations and health/healthcare co-operation at borders



What did the COVID-19 Pandemic reveal about 
the health of our systems in border areas?

• Border closures in some cases made no exception for emergency patient transfers

• Cross-border (frontier) healthcare workers not guaranteed passage to workplace – resulting in inability of healthcare systems to provide safe 
staffing levels

• Efficient and effective use of total hospital beds in border regions prevented by centralised healthcare systems not looking across the border –
proximity principle was not exercised

• Some regions responded quickly with high level political resolutions to improve the situation (e.g. Grant-Est FR)

• Significant opportunity for Member States to avail of existing EU legal mechanisms (Directive, Social Security Regulation) to address emerging 
crisis in planned care

• Embedding the learning now is crucial- resilience for next pandemic and strengthening overall health systems across EU by supporting capacity in 
border regions for best use of all available resources and infrastructure

• Those regions which thought spatially in cross-border terms were able to innovate

• Local government, regional government, municipalities were crucial as structures closest to citizens.

• 40% EU Citizens live in a border region- the right to health must be manifested and expressed if we are to give meaning to principles of 
cohesion/integration/resilience and recovery- we know what the tools need to be and Interreg is a crucial enabler of experimental approaches 
which then need to be embedded into normal practice- importance of having ALL relevant decision makers connected

• Multi-level governance involving territorial co-operation for health is the key to the future- national/subnational/regional/service users/citizens –
CODESIGN! 

• Place-based responses to health and healthcare co-operation/population health are both WHO best practice and have a better chance of meeting 
needs on the ground. 



• Co-operating across borders on healthcare or any aspect of the business processes
underpinning this (including data collection) is complex, challenging and requires
taking into account differences in national systems as well as a deep understanding
of the interface issues between health systems. Without good data these
challenges increase.

• Lack of understanding of benefits to whole healthcare system of innovative
approaches in border regions- release potential, not drain resources. Better
understanding needed of SMARTNESS of territorial (CB) complementarity in
overstretched systems with limited resources.

• Better data on patient movement and population health needs in border regions is
needed.

• Border regional authorities and municipalities have a key role- border regions as
laboratories of European integration. Political leadership essential facilitator of
progress.

• Challenges range from emergency care co-operation, healthcare workforce
planning (mutual recognition of qualifications, taxation and social insurance issues
for frontier healthcare workers, inconsistencies in approaches to reimbursable
healthcare expensides under Directive and Social Security Regulation.

• Challenges can’t be solved by Member States working alone- the regions are key
partners as are regional healthcare providers
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Challenges of Cross Border health and co-
operation



Mobilising our Existing Assets:

Existing arrangements which support cross-border patient 
mobility and healthcare system co-operation Patient Mobility 
(Reimbursement Mechanisms)

• EU Cross Border Healthcare Directive 
(reimbursement of planned care)

• EU Social Security Regulations 
(reimbursement of planned and 
unplanned care)

• Bilateral agreements between insurers e.g. 
IZOM Card, ZORG Pass (Meuse Rhein)

• Bilaterals between member states-
Ostbelgien Regelung



Mobilising our Existing Assets
Existing arrangements which support the necessary co-operation 
for health at borders:xisting rrangements which Support 
CrossMobility (Collaborative Working)

• Institutional partnerships in border regions- healthcare 
institutions, civic authorities, partnerships between 
insurers;

• Effective and appropriate multilevel governance solutions 
with the right partners involved;

• Euregio Maas Rhein, EUPrevent, EPECs, OFBS, HealthAcross 
are all examples of subnational/regional institutional 
capacity for supporting cross-border health co-operation 
and patient mobility pathways;

• EU INTERREG Programme has provided an crucial source of 
support for capacity to be developed.

• Governance obstacles remain- focus needed on this to 
ensure sustainability of patient pathways and access.



Address the proximity principles through 
development of shared healthcare services in 

border regions- adds value to the whole 
Member State healthcare system and 

improves health status of citizens in border 
regions;

Pay attention to the front office 
(patient/citizen-facing, information on 

entitlements and user-friendly processes for 
accessing care);

Pay attention to the back office (institutional 
co-operation, service planning collaboratives 

that draw on and develop good data to 
support their activities, joint care planning, 
joint workforce development, healthcare 

workforce mobility, recognition of 
qualifications, virtual healthcare solutions)

Measures which address language borders in 
provision of healthcare (HealthAcross-

Austria/Czechia/Slovakia)

Shared healthcare services based on cross-
border patient catchment model of feasibility 
(ES/FR Cerdanya Hospital, IE/NI Cross Border 

Cancer and Cardiac Services)

Shared approaches to procurement of high-
cost clinical equipment e.g. diagnostics 

(Euregio Maas-Rhein aiming to progress this)

Interventions aimed at addressing health 
inequalities in border regions including 

Gender-specific medicine and 
preventation/early intervention

Regional cross-border territorial approaches to 
data collection and use of data for planning 

services and infrastructure for health (Grand-
Est FR)- link to Spatial Planning agenda, EU 

Smart Regions, 
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Opportunities for co-operation 
and the EU Interreg Programme



Thank You for your Attention

c.mullan@aebr.eu

For further information on AEBR’s overall activities visit

www.aebr.eu or email info@aebr.eu

Association of European Border Regions
Enscheder Strasse, 362 Rüdesheimerstr. 8

D-48599 Gronau      (Germany)     D-14197 Berlín
Phone: +49-2562-70219 – Fax: +49-2562-70259

http://www.aebr.eu/
mailto:info@aebr.eu


Synergies with other funds. Horizon 

Europe.
Carmen Laplaza. DG Research



Research and 

Innovation 

THE EU
RESEARCH & INNOVATION

PROGRAMME

2021 – 2027

Carmen Laplaza Santos 

Health Innovations & Ecosystems

PEOPLE DIRECTORATE

DG RESEARCH & INNOVATION

Cluster 1

Health



Horizon Europe

The ambitious EU research and innovation framework programme (2021-2027)

fuel EU’s scientific and 

technological excellence and 

the strengthen the European 

Research Area (ERA)

boost Europe's 

innovation uptake, 

competitiveness

and jobs

tackle policy priorities, 

including green and digital 

transitions and Sustainable 

Development Goals

Science

& technology
Society Economy

Horizon Europe is impact driven



Lessons Learned
from Horizon 2020 Interim Evaluation

Key Novelties
in Horizon Europe

European Innovation Council

EU Missions

New approach to partnerships

Open science policy

Spreading Excellence

Support breakthrough innovation

Create more impact through mission-

orientation and citizens' involvement

Strengthen international cooperation

Strengthen the openness

Rationalise partnerships’ landscape

Encourage participation 

Extended association possibilities



* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

EURATOMHORIZON EUROPE

Research 

actions

Development 

actions

SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMME: 
EUROPEAN 
DEFENCE 
FUND

Fusion

Joint 

Research 

Center

(JRC)

Fission

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT 

SCIENCE

European Research 

Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE

EUROPE

European Innovation 

Council

European Innovation 

Ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II - €58.9 billion
GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

& EUROPEAN 

INDUSTRIAL 

COMPETITIVENESS
• Health – €8.25 billion

• Culture, Creativity & 

Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry & Space

• Climate, Energy & Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, 

Natural Resources, 

Agriculture & Environment

C
lu

s
te

rs

Joint Research Centre

Exclusive focus on 

defence research 

& development
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1. Staying healthy in a 

rapidly changing society 

2. Living and working in 

a health-promoting 

environment

3. Tackling diseases & 

reducing disease burden

4. Ensuring access to 

innovative, sustainable & 

high-quality healthcare

5. Unlocking the full potential 

of new tools, technologies 

and digital solutions for a 

healthy society

6. Maintaining an innovative, 

sustainable & globally 

competitive health industry

PT= Programa de Trabajo

6 Expected Impacts = 6 Destinations



Destination 4 – 2021

CALLS AND PROJECTS IN  2021



Destination 4 – Three calls in 2021

1. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-CARE-05-01: Enhancing quality of 

care and patient safety

2. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-CARE-05-02: Data-driven decision-

support tools for better health care delivery and policy-making 

with a focus on cancer

3. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-CARE-05-04: Health care innovation 

procurement network



HORIZON-HLTH-2021-CARE-05-01: 
Enhancing quality of care and patient safety

• Implementing a patient-centred and evidence-based 

intervention to reduce BEnzodiazepine and sedative-hypnotic 

use to improve patient SAFEty and quality of care (BE-SAFE)

• Deliberative improvement of oral care quality (DELIVER)

• Improve Safety in Polymedication by Managing Drug-Drug-

Gene Interactions (SafePolyMed)

• Improving quality and patient SAFEty in surgical care through 

STandardisation and harmonisation of perioperative care in 

Europe (SAFEST)



• Design-based Data-Driven Decision-support Tools: Producing 

Improved Cancer Outcomes Through User-Centred Research (4D 

PICTURE)

• Data-driven cancer genome interpretation for personalised cancer 

treatment (CGI-Clinics)

• Integrative science, Intelligent data platform for Individualized LUNG 

cancer care with Immunotherapy (I3LUNG)

• THE STRONG-AYA INITIATIVE: IMPROVING THE FUTURE OF 

YOUNG ADULTS WITH CANCER (STRONG-AYA)

• Mapping the Evidence for the WHO Classification of Tumours: a Living 

Evidence Gap Map by Tumour Type (WCT EVI MAP)

HORIZON-HLTH-2021-CARE-05-02: 
Data-driven decision-support tools for better health 
care delivery and policy-making with a focus on 
cancer



Healthcare Innovation Procurement Network (Procure4Health)

Coordinator: SERVICIO ANDALUZ DE SALUD – SAS

22 other beneficiaries

EU contribution: 4 940 000

Start date: June 2022

HORIZON-HLTH-2021-CARE-05-04: Health care 
innovation procurement network



Destination 4 – Four calls in 2022

1. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-CARE-08-02: Pre-commercial research and 

innovation procurement (PCP) for building the resilience of health care 

systems in the context of recovery (PCP - indicative budget: €25m)

2. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-CARE-08-03: Public procurement of innovative 

solutions (PPI) for building the resilience of health care systems in the 

context of recovery (PPI - indicative budget: €15m)

3. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-CARE-08-04: Better financing models for health 

systems (RIA - indicative budget: €30m)

4. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-CARE-10-01: European partnership on 

transforming health and care systems (indicative budget: €100m)



Destination 5

CALLS AND PROJECTS 2021_2022



Destination 5 – Three calls in 2021

1. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-TOOL-06-01 - Smart medical devices 

and their surgical implantation for use in resource-constrained 

settings

2. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-TOOL-06-02 - Next generation 

advanced therapies to treat highly prevalent and high burden 

diseases with unmet medical needs

3. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-TOOL-06-03: Innovative tools for the 

use and re-use of health data (in particular electronic health 

records and/or patient)



HORIZON-HLTH-2021-TOOL-06-01:
Smart medical devices and their surgical implantation 
for use in resource-constrained settings

• Ehealth CAPsule for digestive disease diagnostics and therapy 

(eCAP)

• Disrupting this continuum of care for chronic migraine patients 

(Tara)

• Telemonitoring of home dialysis utilizing a smart biomimetic 

arteriovenous graft (TELEGRAFT)



Destination 5 – Three calls in 2022

1. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-TOOL-11-01: Optimising effectiveness in patients 

of existing prescription drugs for major diseases (except cancer) with the 

use of biomarkers (RIA - indicative budget: €60m)

2. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-TOOL-11-02: New methods for the effective use 

of real-world data and/or synthetic data in regulatory decision-making 

and/or in health technology assessment (RIA - indicative budget: €35m)

3. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-TOOL-12-01-two-stage: Computational models 

for new patient stratification strategies (RIA - indicative budget: €60m)



Destination 6

CALLS AND PROJECTS 2021_2022



Destination 6 – Three calls in 2021

1. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-IND-07-01: Green pharmaceuticals 

(RIA - (RIA - indicative budget: €40m)

2. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-IND-07-02: Development, 

procurement and responsible management of new 

antimicrobials (CSA - indicative budget: €2m)

3. HORIZON-HLTH-2021-IND-07-03: Promoting a trusted 

mHealth label in Europe: uptake of technical specifications for 

quality and reliability of health and wellness apps (CSA –

indicative budget: €2m) 



Lable2Enable - Adopting ISO 82304-2 and a trusted EU mHealth label 

for a single market that enables patients, citizens, health 

professionals, systems and authorities to benefit from a healthy 

supply of useful apps

Coordinator: ACADEMISCH ZIEKENHUIS LEIDEN - NL

Beneficiaries: 14, including 2 SMEs

EU contribution: 1.999.957,00 €

Start date: May 2022

HORIZON-HLTH-2021-IND-07-03: Promoting a trusted mHealth
label in Europe: uptake of technical specifications for quality 
and reliability of health and wellness apps 



Destination 6 – Five calls in 2022

1. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-IND-13-01: Enhancing cybersecurity of 

connected medical devices (RIA - indicative budget: €20m)

2. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-IND-13-02: Scaling up multi-party 

computation, data anonymisation techniques, and synthetic 

data generation (RIA - indicative budget: €30m)

3. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-IND-13-03: New pricing and payment 

models for cost-effective and affordable health innovations 

(RIA - indicative budget: €15m)



Destination 6 – Five calls in 2022

4. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-IND-13-04: Setting up a European 

Smart Health Innovation Hub (CSA - indicative budget: €2m)

5. HORIZON-HLTH-2022-IND-13-05: Setting up a European 

Electronic Health Record Exchange Format (EEHRxF) 

Ecosystem (CSA - indicative budget: €2m)



More information



• Health cluster work programme 2021-2022

• For outcome of closed calls, see Funding & Tenders Portal 

• Including FAQ

• Find EU funded projects on CORDIS

Innovation procurement:

• Funding conditions PCP/PPI see General annex 

• Webinar session: How to prepare a successful innovation procurement proposal for 

Horizon Europe (22 June 2021)

More information

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-4-health_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search
FAQ - Frequently Asked Questions
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210622.htm
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Thank you!

#HorizonEU

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe


Closing remarks_ Access to 

healthcare fron DG Regio’s

perspective.
Valeria Cenacchi. DG Regio



Easier access to healthcare. What can Interreg do?

INTERACT webinar 22 June 2022

Valeria Cenacchi EC - DG REGIO



Learning

Analysis 
Evaluation of Directive 2011/24

b-solutions cases studies 

Thematic reports (INTERACT “Access to healthcare in ETC”, REGI committee “CBC in 

healthcare”, La MOT “The effects of COVID19 on borders”, etc.)

 Capitalisation 
Build from past experience

More strategic approach for future investments 

“There can be no emergency cooperation in the short term 

without well-established CB cooperation in the long-term”



97 Cooperation programmes to be adopted in 2022

Health can be addressed in many ways:

• PO1: RDI, 3S, e-gov, e-health

• PO4: healthcare access and provision, skills, social economy, inclusion 

• PO5: territorial multidimensional strategy, bottom-up governance

• ISO1: systemic approach to cooperation, long term perspective (solve legal obstacles, CB data 

collection, trust building, capacity building, pilots)

 27 programmes selected SO 4.5 (mainly CBC) for 364M ERDF investments (about half a bn

in total)

Programming



 Better coordination between Interreg programmes

Border focal point, Interact Inclusive Growth network

 Embedding of cooperation in mainstream programmes 

Based on art.22 CPR (for structural funds), but also PNRR and other national policy

and funding frameworks. Benefits: more ambitious projects, new partners, 

complementarities and synergies, visibility

 Bilateral agreements

Ex.: Agreement between ES and FR on recognition of qualifications (from Cerdagne b-

solution case)

Quirinale Treaty between FR and IT (establishing a cross border committe for 

healthcare)

Cooperating



… and planning ahead

4 clusters:

1. Deeper institutional cooperation (obstacles, EGTC, data, quality of 

cooperation)

2. More and better cross-border public services (environment, 

transport, health, education, culture = functional areas)

3. Vibrant cross-border labour markets (jobs, qualifications)

4. Border regions for the European Green Deal (CC, risks, energy, nature)

 Stronger cooperation between REGIO and other EC services

2021 EC REPORT

EU Border Regions Living labs of EU Integration 
COM(2021)393



• Report Interreg report on Access to healthcare

• Cross border Patient mobility.

• V- La MOT Report on COVID 19 impact on borders: 

• B-solutions. 

• Focal point network.https

• Research for REGI Committee - Cross-border 

cooperation in healthcare

56

Other links and reports to consider

nteract | cooperation works | Library (interact-eu.net)
crossborder_patient-mobility_frep_en.pdf (europa.eu)
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network/library/what-kind-effects-border-restrictions-inhabitants-border-regions-during-first-wave-pandemic-new
https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network/library/research-regi-committee-cross-border-cooperation-healthcare


Inclusive Growth Network updates.
Interact



Check on: https://www.interact-eu.net/

Next events:  2022 a focus on Youth!

Youth Road Show in Eastern Mediterranean. End of September

Interreg Annual Event 26-28 October. 

• Youth Exhibition

• Youth4Coop Summit



Cooperation works
All materials will be available on:

www.interact-eu.net


