
Interreg Knowledge Fair

Interreg in a more social 
Europe
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Welcome to the
Interreg
Knowledge Fair
This is the second edition of the Interreg
Knowledge Fair, it is still a new approach for us. 

The Conference Support stand in the Exhibition 
Room is a one-stop shop for your questions. 

At the end of this session, you are asked to rate 
the session experience. 

At the end of the event, you will be asked your
overall feedback.
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Structure
of the session

Interreg 
contribution to      
‘A more social 
Europe’

01

State of play: 
budget, calls & 
implementation

02

Discussion on 
Post 27: how do 
you envisage 
Interreg’s 
intervention on 
social policy?

04

Future of Social 
Policy in the EU

03

Wrap-up and 
last reflections

05
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Interreg contribution 
to ‘A more social 
Europe’
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Thematic focus during 2014-20

Through…
videos
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Let’s see some examples…



PR
ES

EN
TA

TI
O

N

8

Let’s see some examples…

During 2014-2020, and with 343,6 million euros, Interreg has 

shown successful performance addressing youth 

employability, education, entrepreneurship and social 

inclusion (with a territorial dimension).
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Let’s see some examples…

Giving access to healthcare services to vulnerable groups 

(children, elderly people, migrants…) and citizens living in 

peripherical areas is one of the main focus of Interreg. 
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Let’s see some examples…

When it comes to healthy ageing, a vast majority of Interreg 

projects during 2014-2020 tackled eHealth services and 

tools. 
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Let’s see some examples…

The main skill needed by EU enterprises is job specific 

skills (43,2%), and after this one, team working skills

(41,9%).
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Let’s see some examples…

20% of the projects devoted to Social Innovation in Interreg 

are focused on business support and social 

entrepreneurship.
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State of play:
budget, calls and 
implementation
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Interreg for a More Social Europe

EU Contribution.
Source: Cohesion Open 
Data Portal
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What
programmes
planned in 
PO4
for 2021-2027?

€1.2M
59 programmes

€507K
31 programmes

€435K
38 programmes

€210.4K
16 programmes

EU Contribution.
Source: Cohesion Open 
Data Portal SO4.3

€50K
6 programmes
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Current PO4 Projects running 
in Feb 2024
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Programmes working on the topic Projects related to the topivrunning feb 2024

Source: keep.eu
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Social Europe post-27
Context and key challenges

Estelle Roger
DG REGIO Unit D1 – Macro-regions, 

Transnational/Interregional Cooperation, IPA, 
Enlargement 
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“Social” is at the heart of the 
European Union

Art. 3 of the Treaty on European Union
“The Union’s aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-being of its people. […] It shall 
work for […] a highly competitive social market economy […]”

Art. 9 of the Treaty on the functioning of the European Union
‘[…] the Union shall take into account requirements linked to the promotion of a high level 
of employment, the guarantee of adequate social protection, the fights against social 
exclusion, and a high level of education, training and protection of human health’. 

EU vs. national competences

EU investments in people



PR
ES

EN
TA

TI
O

N

19
19

ESF+ 2021-2027

• Part of the Cohesion policy

• European Pillar of Social Rights

• PO4

• Shared/direct management

• Social innovation component
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Key challenges

• Persistent territorial challenges = social challenges affect 
all regions

• Structural and emerging challenges = green, digital and 
demographic transitions 

• New geopolitical landscape 

• Budgetary context
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Where to invest? What to change?

• Back to the roots? (mobility and employment)

• Skills for green and digital transition

• Admnistrative capacity to be reinforced

• Social innovation

• More focus (areas, delivering mode), streamlining of funds?

The floor is yours….
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Thank you
ec.europa.eu/social

Social Europe

EU_Social

#SocialRights
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Time to discuss! 
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Feedback from the survey and 
Whova
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Feedback from the survey and 
Whova
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Thank you for 
being here!

Your opinion matters to us.

Please take a few minutes to provide us with 
feedback to help us improve our services.

Log into the Whova app and tell us what you think 
in the session Q&A, from 1 (bad) to 5 (amazing)
Please check which session you are in! 

You can also talk to us at the Conference Support 
stand in the networking area.
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Cooperation works

All materials will be available on:
Interact / Events / Interreg Knowledge Fair (5-7 March 2024)
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