
Environmental Education, Volunteering and Networking 
towards zero waste  philosophy

Zero Waste Strategy: Methods and Implementation in Black Sea 
Basin – ZeroWasteBSB

ANTIGONE’s role and project’s impact on Thessaloniki’s youth

“Common borders. Common solutions.”

Interreg Youth Road Show
in Southeast Europe



Project Partners The ZeroWaste BSB Project as a whole

• Kirklareli Special Provincial 
Administration (Turkey) (LP)

• ANTIGONE- Information and 
Documentation Centre on 
Racism, Ecology, Peace and 
Non-Violence (Greece) (PP2)

• The Institute of Market 
Problems and Economic & 
Ecological Research of the 
National Academy of Ukraine 
(PP3)

• Tsarevo Municipality (Bulgaria) 
(PP4)

• Analysing and planning activities of the 
pollution situation in the target areas

• Activities for increasing public awareness on 
zero waste philosophy & systems

• Investments and purchases of vehicles and 
equipment for a clear environment in 
Tsarevo

• Investments for the integration of a Zero 
Waste System in 39 local villages in 
Kirklareli region.

• Development of 4 ZW centres & platform-
forum, Signed Agreement for Participation 
in common dialogue



ZeroWasteBSB forum

Share experience, 
questions, challenges 
in the field of Waste 
Management and 
Waste Reduction 
practices



What did we gain
as a Partnership?

Why did we need each other?

Local authorities & NGOs working 
together:
- How does each Partner approach 

their target groups?
- How can this cooperation be 

replicated in local and other 
contexts?

Increased ability of all PPs 
to successfully approach 
local stakeholders, 
capitalizing on our 
cooperation.

Developed dialogue 
between 4 countries on 
ZW policies in waste 
management, education, 
citizens’ engagement.

Better understanding of 
the common needs & 
challenges, focus on 
cultural similarities & 
belonging in the specific 
area of Europe.



What makes this project important?



Environmental Education Networking and Volunteering

• 3 School Campaigns for zero 
plastic schools

• Edu-creational activities with 
children and teenagers

• 6 field trips for cleaning with 
volunteers

• Info days

• Zero Waste Center



Our compass

Tbilisi Declaration

• Awareness

• Knowledge

• Attitudes

• Skills

• Participation

The 17 Goals of 
Sustainable 
Development



3 School Campaigns for zero plastic schools

A series of workshops and actions
aiming at raising school’s community
awareness on (plastic) waste, so as to
adopt good practices for reducing it.

• 3 schools

• Almost 800 students

• professors

• general public (parents, 
neighborhood, other schools)

School 
community/ 

general public

Families & 
neighborhood

whole 
school

professors

core 
group 



3 School Campaigns for zero plastic schools : The philosophy

environment

society

waste

economy

Waste

A problem that doesn’t affect just the 
natural environment.

Waste affects society and economy

Waste affects directly our lives



3 School Campaigns for zero plastic schools : The philosophy

NOT just recycle!



Refuse: 
Refuse to buy things you 
don’t really need

Reuse: reuse, exchange, repair. Avoid 
disposable products

Rot: compost your organic waste

Reduce: Use less
products

Recycle: recycle and use products 
made from recyclable/recycled 
materials

Refuse

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

Rot

3 School Campaigns for zero plastic schools : The philosophy

Zero Waste or the 5Rs



3 School Campaigns for zero plastic schools : how?

Pedagogical framework

• Experiential/ Non formal Education
• Holistic approach
• Work in groups
• Critical thinking
• Systemic thinking
• Problem solving
• Cultivation of empathy
• Values education

Useful tools

• Simulation games
• Role-playing games
• Theatrical play
• Conversation
• Video
• Zero waste artworks
• Creative writing
• Various games
• Creation of a newspaper
• Reflection/feedback etc.



2 School 
newspapers

Sent to more 
than 200 
people 

(teachers, 
parents)



A small survey:

How “zero 
waste” are you?



Creative 
writing

Inspired from 
role playing



Zero Waste 
creations

Students loved 
the idea of 
reuse!



Preparing our zero waste musical instruments



Preparing 
our zero 
waste 
musical 
instruments



Preparing our 
zero waste 
musical 
instruments









Outdoor 
education 

+

Tote bag from an 
old t-shirt



Edu-creational activities

Independent workshops aiming at 
raising the awareness of students on 
waste 

Key elements:

1) Holistic approach (environmental, 
social, economical dimensions)

2) Zero Waste creations (reuse)

• 62 workshops

• 1327 participants

• 20 schools



Field trips for cleaning

• 6 field trips

• Almost 10.000 liters of 
waste collected, most of it 
plastic



Field trips for cleaning

Passengers of various ages 
and backgrounds often 
stopped and talked to us:

“Congratulations! We 
want to help too!”



Field trips for cleaning

Cleaning the mess

A good way of 
realizing the 
extend of the 
problem



Info days: Raising awareness events

• Info Day with Local Stakeholders 

• Raising Awareness Event Day 1 “Aegean Sea Pollution”

• Raising Awareness Event Day 2 “Waste and Active Citizen Participation”

• Raising Awareness Event Day 3 “Climate Change”

• Raising Awareness Event Day 4 “Environmental Education in activating and engaging 
citizens"

 Large media coverage → several hundreds of readers
 The events on you tube → multiply viewers



Zero Waste Center

Aspires to become the hub 
of cooperation between 
local authorities and civil 
society organizations 
towards a more sustainable 
way of life.



Zero Waste Center

Actions

• Round tables for highlighting problems and
joining forces between local authorities and
civil society

• Reduction, reuse, recycling workshops with
source sorting for companies, local authorities,
citizens, civil society organizations

• Collaborative meetings between organizations
and partners implementing Zero Waste-
oriented projects

• Awareness raising actions (documentaries,
films etc).



Wifi

Cosmote 679758

Password 

8U2NN87HJJQ8HGKC



“Common borders. Common solutions.”

Thank you for your attention!
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