
SCOs in Interreg 
programmes in 2021-2027
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What are
SCOs?
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Unit costs

Lump sums

Flat rates

Types of SCOs
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Unit costs

Lump sums

Flat rates

Examples of SCOs
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5 ways to establish an SCO

a. Off-the-shelf

From Regulations

b. Re-use

From other Union policies

c. Re-use

From national schemes

d. Programme-specific

Programme’s own

e. Draft budget method

A calculation method
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a. Off-the-shelf

SCOs from CPR/ Interreg 

Regulation
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a. Off-the-shelf

Examples from CPR/ Interreg 

Regulation
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a. Points of attention - Off-the-shelf

Limited flexibility?

Up to X% for flat rates

Simplified audit

Ready-made
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b. From other Union policies c. From national schemes

Re-using SCOs
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Pre-conditions

For similar types of 
operations

Simple

National schemes

b & c. Points of attention - Re-using SCOs



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
A

T
IO

N

12

Fair, equitable, and verifiable method (FEV)

d. Programme-specific SCOs
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d. How to establish an FEV method?
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Documentation

No limitations

Methodology

Time-consuming

d. Points of attention - Programme-specific SCOs
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e. A draft budget method
A calculation method to establish an SCO. 

Draft budget ≠ SCO

Applicant submits a 
draft budget to the 
programme (with real 
costs; proper 
documentation).

Programme can 
include SCOs in the 
draft budget method 
(e.g., 15% for office 
and admin)

Programme assesses 
the draft budget 
proposal (case-by-case 
basis).

Programme transforms 
proposal into an 
SCO(s) – in grant 
agreement:

– establishing 
milestones to be 
delivered and 
payment triggers.

SCOs are used during the 
project implementation:

– expenditure is reimbursed 
according to payment 
triggers;

– control and audit of SCOs 
and not of initial amounts 
used in the draft budget 
proposal.
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Draft budget method - example

Budget item Cost* SCO Approach

Kick-off meeting 5,000

Lump sum 1 = 20,000
Milestone 1 – delivery of

the report X
Data collection 10,000

Report preparation 5,000

Marketing campaign 

design

5,000

Lump sum 2 = 43,000

Milestone 2 – execution

of marketing campaign

and evaluation study

Marketing campaign 

execution 

20,000

Evaluation study 5,000

Staff (20%) 10,000

Office and admin (15%) 1,500

Travel and 

accommodation (15%)
1,500

Total 63,000 63,000
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Advantages

Method to establish an 
SCO(s)

Threshold

The most effort-
consuming method

e. Points of attention - draft budget method
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Projects with total costs < EUR 200.000 

Small projects in SPF with public contribution < EUR 100.000 

Compulsory use of SCOs in 2021-2027
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They cover 

different 

categories of 

eligible costs

They are used 

for different 

projects in the 

same operation

They are used 

for successive 

phases of an 

operation

SCOs  combinations
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SCOs  combinations
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Verification of SCOs
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Checking SCOs –main principles

What to check:
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Checking SCOs –main principles

What NOT to check:
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Depending on an SCO!

What to provide on beneficiary side? 
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Verification of SCOs – flat rates
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What to verify?

Verification of flat rates - example
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What to verify?

Verification of flat rates - example
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Verification of SCOs –unit costs



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
A

T
IO

N

29

What to verify?

Verification unit costs - example
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Verification of SCOs – lump sums
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What to verify?

Verification of lump sums - example
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Verification of SCOs – typical situations
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Verification of SCOs – typical situations
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Points of attention

Verification of SCOs – typical situations
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Double financing–mitigation measures
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Double financing–mitigation measures
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Verification of SCOs –Conclusions
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Interact 
Library

Interreg SCOs 
community

Collection of 
Interreg 

SCOs 2021-
2027

TN SCOs 
network of 

practitioners

2 online courses: 

SCOs explained 
& All you need to 

know about 
SCOs in 2021-

2027

Roadmap to 
programme-

specific SCOs 
in 2021-2027

More about SCOs

2 Q&A from the EC

EC guidance on SCOs (2014-

2020, but main concepts applicable

to 2021-2027)

https://www.interact-eu.net/library?title=&field_fields_of_expertise_tid=11&field_networks_tid=All
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xlXX5FlqraH0Li7CNunyUBt5hCdLyGQE8ZcKQzzUvzc/edit#gid=1159201661
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options
https://www.interact-eu.net/library?title=road+map+for+programme&field_fields_of_expertise_tid=All&field_networks_tid=All#3575-publication-road-map-programme-specific-sco-2021-2027-period
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/how/improving-investment/simplified-cost-options_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021XC0527(02)
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Discussion
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Cooperation works

All materials will be available on:

Interact website / Library


