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Introduction
Welcome to the fourth Neighbourhood Programmes newsletter.  Its aim is to provide you with helpful information about the cross-border and transnational co-operation Neighbourhood Programmes operating along the external borders of the Union between 2004 and 2006.
This newsletter is for your benefit. The aim is to keep you fully informed about progress with these Programmes.  If you have any comments, then please let us know. Our address is 
Regio-territorial-cooperation@cec.eu.int
The newsletter is designed to be read on-line.  Hyperlinks are included throughout the text, which of course are only visible on-line.  If you receive a paper version of this newsletter, then simply contact us for an electronic copy.

Latest News

It has been several months since the last Neighbourhood Programmes newsletter and a lot has happened.  The implementation of the Neighbourhood Programmes has accelerated, and the preparations for the 2007-2013 period have continued.  This newsletter will give an overview of both elements to bring everyone up-to-date.
Latest news on Tacis and CARDS funding for Neighbourhood Programmes

In order to release funds to non-Member States, an annual financing agreement must be signed between the European Commission and the third country concerned.  In the context of the Neighbourhood Programmes, Ukraine, Moldova, Serbia & Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia have all signed their financing agreements for 2005.  Russia, Belarus and Albania are currently going through the signing process.

The Commission is currently preparing the necessary documentation to begin the release of Tacis and CARDS funds under the 2006 Community budget.

Latest news on MEDA funding for Neighbourhood Programmes

In the context of the Western Mediterranean programme (MEDOCC), a supplementary call has been issued to existing projects which wish to incorporate, or expand the existing involvement of, Moroccan, Algerian and Tunisian partners in their projects.  This can be in the form of additional actions which link up with the activities already being supported by the ERDF in the Member States.  It is intended to use this “top-up” approach for the other Neighbourhood Programmes allocated MEDA funding.

Results/Status of Neighbourhood calls for projects

Focus on CADSES: this programme has just completed its 4th call for projects, which was its first Neighbourhood call.  The programme faced arguably the biggest challenge of all the Neighbourhood programmes, having to combine ERDF, TACIS, PHARE and CARDS funding in a joint framework in order to allow co-financing project partners from all 18 partner states.  To bridge the gap between EU internal and external funding both flexibility and good will were needed. The list of stakeholders contributing to this process gives an idea how big the coordination effort was: Managing Authority, Joint Technical Secretariat, 10 external Contracting Authorities, 18 CADSES Contact Points, 18 National Committees, several services of the Commission, and last not least 18 delegations to the Steering Committee. 

Two key example projects are described below:

Regional Development: The historically marginalised mountain regions of the Carpathians, partly situated in remote border regions, should nowadays become powerful unifiers across borders between nations and peoples in one of the most dynamically developing regions of Europe. The CARPATHIAN PROJECT will elaborate strategies and policy instruments to promote a harmonious development process in the region. “Experiences e.g. from the Alpine Space demonstrate that mountains can offer considerable potentials for development based on their natural and cultural capital”, stresses Mr. Harald Egerer, project coordinator from the Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP ISCC). 

Transport: The Adriatic-Baltic Landbridge Project will conduct a pre-feasibility analysis and develop a deployment roadmap for north-south intermodal transport connections, which link Europe and the Mediterranean with global markets.  By means of improving transport infrastructure between the Adriatic and Baltic seas, the project aims to improve service levels for freight transport users, including regional and national industries, businesses and global forwarders. Ms. Francesca Forestieri, project coordinator on behalf of the Veneto Region highlights the impacts of the project: “The expected modal shift towards rail, inland waterways and shipping will benefit the environment and particularly populations now negatively affected by road freight traffic and/or lack of access to transport and markets.”

As you will see from the table below, the majority of Neighbourhood Programmes have now completed calls and have selected projects.  Although the Neighbourhood process is challenging, we are now seeing the fruits of much hard work, with many neighbourhood projects now up and running.  For the very latest news, check the programme websites.

Neighbourhood Programme websites and contacts

Remember: for all programme information, application procedures and project details, contact the programme secretariats, not the Commission!  Websites can be found by clicking on the programme’s name.

	Programme
	Commission contact
	Call for Projects Status

	Cross-border programmes

	South-East Finland 
	Aiga Berķe
	1st call closed. Next call opens in April 2006.

	Euregio Karelia 
	Aiga Berķe
	1st call closed.  Next (and last) call in May 06.

	Nord
	Ann-Kerstin Myleus
	2nd call closed in April.

	Estonia/Latvia/Russia
	Aiga Berķe
	2nd Neighbourhood call open until 2 May.

	Latvia/Lithuania/Belarus
	Aiga Berķe
	3rd Neighbourhood call open until 2 May

	Lithuania/Poland/Kaliningrad 
	Nathalie Verschelde
	3rd call open – deadline is 10 May 

	Poland/Belarus/Ukraine
	Agata Kosin
	1st call closed.

	Hungary/Slovakia/Ukraine new website
	Peter Fischer
	

	Hungary/Romania/Serbia & Montenegro
	Claudio Caruso
	

	Slovenia/Hungary/Croatia 
	Moray Gilland
	2nd Neighbourhood call closed.

	Italy/Adriatic
	Manuela Passos
	1st call closed 

	Italy/Albania
	Manuela Passos
	Call not yet launched.

	Greece/Albania
	Christina Karaitidi
	Call not yet launched.

	Greece/former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
	Christina Karaitidi
	Call not yet launched.

	Romania/Ukraine
	Andrew Blackmore
	

	Romania/Moldova
	Andrew Blackmore
	

	Romania/Serbia & Montenegro
	Andrew Blackmore
	

	Bulgaria/Serbia & Montenegro
	Martine Parmantier
	

	Bulgaria/former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
	Martine Parmantier
	

	Spain/Morocco*
	Eusebio Murillo Matilla
	

	Gibraltar/Morocco*
	Fernando Coehlo
	

	Transnational programmes

	CADSES
	Moray Gilland
	Neighbourhood call completed. See here

	Baltic Sea Region
	Aiga Berķe
	Neighbourhood call completed. See here

	Archimed*
	Fausta Corda
	

	Western Mediterranean*
	Manuela Passos
	See bottom of page 1.


* - Programmes not modified for specific Neighbourhood content.

Recent meetings

The INTERACT “Managing Transition” Point which provides technical support and advice to co-operation programmes along the borders of the new Member States in particular, has just organised in co-operation with the Commission and the Finnish and Italian Ministries of Foreign Affairs, a series of three seminars in Helsinki and Rome to launch the preparation process for the new co-operation programmes along the external borders of the EU for 2007-2013.

The first Conference in Helsinki on 9-10 February focussed on co-operation along the EU’s eastern border, while the 2 back-to-back conferences in Rome from 7-10 March dealt with co-operation in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, followed by cross-border co-operation with the Western Balkans and Turkey.  All three events were warmly welcomed by participants as a chance to access new information on the future perspectives, and also as a vital networking opportunity to make contacts across borders.  Further information is available on the INTERACT website here.

Upcoming meetings

Programme authorities should not miss the excellent series of events currently being organised by the INTERACT “Qualification and Transfer” Point.  These seminars provide valuable advice and information for the preparation for the next round of programmes, particularly for internal border co-operation, or co-operation with candidate countries.  See here for more information.

If programme authorities wish to advertise programme-specific events in this newsletter, then please send details to Regio-territorial-cooperation@cec.eu.int.
Regional Capacity Building Initiative for Russia, Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus

The introduction of the Neighbourhood Programmes along the EU’s eastern border is being strongly supported by the new Regional Capacity Building Initiative project (RCBI) which started work in April 2005.

The key objectives of the RCBI are to: 

•
build project and programme management capacity and skills in the regions along the eastern border of the Union stretching from Murmansk to Odessa

•
raise awareness for the Neighbourhood Programmes in local areas along the entire stretch of the eastern EU border

•
train and assist potential partners to prepare good project applications under the Neighbourhood Programmes

More detailed information can be found at the project website: www.rcbi.info.  

Cross-border Institution Building

An update on the status of the cross-border institution building project for the Western Balkans will be provided in the next edition of this newsletter.

Progress report – next programming period

With the agreement in December 2005 among Member States on the EU budget for 2007-2013, it is now full speed ahead to agree the various new regulations as soon as possible so that programming can start on time in 2007.  Along with the agreement on the overall financing, the framework for co-operation programmes for the next programming period has also been clarified.

Cross-border co-operation between Member States (and with 3rd countries such as Norway and Switzerland), as well as transnational and interregional co-operation will continue to be supported under the Structural Funds, via the new European Territorial Co-operation Objective (or “INTERREG IV” as everyone seems to be calling it!).  Funding of EUR 7.8bn has been agreed for this part of the regional policy package.

Cross-border co-operation between Member States and candidate countries (i.e. Turkey, Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and potential candidate countries (Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina and Serbia & Montenegro) will be supported through the Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA).  A special CBC component of this instrument will support this co-operation, as well as cross-border co-operation among the Western Balkans countries.

Cross-border co-operation between Member States and the Union’s eastern and southern neighbours will be supported through the cross-border element of the new European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument.  The final funding package for the CBC components of IPA and ENPI has not yet been established.

Elements in relation to programming are being clarified as you read this and there are still some programme geography issues to be discussed.  However, we can already provide a list of contact persons for future programming issues.  Questions related to the current programmes should, of course, be directly to the programme secretariats (see above).

	Border
	Contact person

	IPA cross-border co-operation

	Slovenia-Croatia
	Moray Gilland

	Hungary-Croatia
	Peter Fischer

	Hungary-Serbia and Montenegro
	Fausta Corda

	Romania-Serbia and Montenegro
	Viktoria Varga Lencses

	Bulgaria-Serbia and Montenegro
	Peter Fischer

	Bulgaria-former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
	Nathalie Verschelde

	Greece-former-Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
	Christina Karaitidi

	Greece-Albania
	Christina Karaitidi

	Italy-Croatia-Serbia & Montenegro-Bosnia & Herzegovina-Albania
	Manuela Passos


	ENPI cross-border co-operation

	All cross-border co-operation between Member States and Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus and between Member States and the non-Member States in the Mediterranean and Black Sea
	Bodil Persson

	Transnational co-operation (under Structural Funds )

	Centre-East Europe (involving Ukraine)
	Agata Kosin

	South-East Europe (involving Ukraine, Moldova and the Western Balkans)
	Moray Gilland

	Baltic Sea (involving Russia and Belarus)
	Aiga Berķe


Note: This table only includes external borders and programmes involving non-Member States currently operating as Neighbourhood Programmes.  For example, the first two programmes in the list are the successors of the Neighbourhood Programme “Slovenia/Hungary/Croatia”.  A further successor programme, Slovenia-Hungary, will be supported via the Structural Funds, but is not listed here as it will not involve a non-Member State.  Similarly, Bulgaria-Turkey is not listed here, as it is not currently a Neighbourhood Programme, even if it will be an external border programme in the future.  Please address any questions to Regio-territorial-cooperation@cec.eu.int.

Distribution

Please forward this newsletter to any colleagues who may find it helpful.  Alternatively, if you have received this newsletter from a colleague, please contact us to subscribe directly.  Your email address will be used only for the purposes of sending out the Neighbourhood Programmes Newsletter, and will not be made available to anyone other than the Newsletter Co-ordinator.

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, we apologise for sending it to you.  Please contact us by e-mail so that we can remove you from the mailing list.

For subscription enquiries, please contact Regio-territorial-cooperation@cec.eu.int, indicating “Neighbourhood Programmes newsletter” in the subject of your message.

Disclaimer: This newsletter does not necessarily express the official position of the European Commission.
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