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The concept of polycentricity

» Two complementary aspects
— Morphology (number of cities, hierarchy)
— Relations between urban areas (networks, flows, co-
operation)
» Polycentricity is opposed to:
— Monocentricity (concentration)
— Urban sprawl (unstructured continuum)
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The concept of polycentricity

“Blue Banana”

“Bunch of grapes”
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The concept of polycentricity
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The concept of polycentricity
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Different issues at each
spatial level

* Macro level (Europe):

— Promote several global integration zones in addition to the
Pentagon

* Meso level (inter-regional):
— Integrate city regions, enhance functional complementarity
* Micro level (intra-regional):

— Improve economic performance trough improved links and
better co-operation
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Polycentricity in the ESDP
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FUB yomvlstiun s farstiont o The bUIldlng blocks:

‘i The 1,595 functional
urban areas (FUAS) in
EU 27+2
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MONQCENTRIC POLYCENTRIC
Parameters

for assessing the
degree of
polycentricity in
urban networks
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il e Degree of polycentricity in
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Location
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A typology of
FUAs, based
on five
functions

76 MEGAs




