
Key messages and next steps

Territorial Cooperation (incl. IPA CBC and ENPI CBC) 

adding value to the Danube area

Links to Objective 1 and 2 

16 –17 March 2010 | Bratislava



General observations

ÅEU Strategy is for the whole Danube Region, not only for the areas 

around Danube river

ÅBuilding common regional identity

ÅClear focus on real common priorities is a key for success

ÅComprehensive approach not sectoral approach - economic-

environmental-social development interlinked

ÅInvolvement of non-EU countries necessary

ÅSynergies are a key aspect of EUSDR - Opportunity to better utilise

financial resources by coordinating different funds and policies

ÅGovernance system for the entire macro-region is needed - EUSDR 

is about governance systems, about 

Åactions, about projects



General observations

• Bottom up approach

Å All programmes and projects are already contributing to the 

development of the Danube region - EC needs to know what 

programmes can do and what they want

Å A good way to select the most relevant projects has to be developed

Å Even small projects can make a contribution

Å Mature projects to be identified right now and to be put in the 

pipeline; Preparation of projects for 2014-2020 to start now

Å Links to be created with countries and regions not directly affected 

by EUSDR (but part of Danube Region ETC programmes)

Å Learning from the experiences of the EUSBR (Baltic Sea Region)



ETC, IPA CBC and ENPI CBC role

Territorial cooperation:

Å Is a master of territorial cohesion! 

Å Addresses issues in a multi-national context

Å Has experience with synergies between national, 

multilateral and EU policies, cross-sectoral approach, 

cooperation –use this experience from us!

Å Has limited financial capacity therefore links to other 

funding opportunities is a key

Å Has experience in joint implementation and management of 

EU funds and cooperation between MS and non-MS

Å Can prepare high quality projects in planning phase –other 

instruments implement



Å Territorial Cooperation programmes to contribute to public 

consultation to be on board from the beginning 

Å Things sometimes don’t work nationally –Territorial 

cooperation has a cross-border and transnational approach

Å Territorial Cooperation should use this opportunity to 

position programmes and projects in a broader context  and 

gain more visibility and importance! 

Å Possibility to use targeted calls?

ETC, IPA CBC and ENPI CBC role



Working Group

Creation of a Working Group –INTERACT to coordinate

Å Representatives of programmes (ETC/IPA CBC/ENPI CBC) in the 

Danube region

Å Objective 1 and 2 coordinators invited to participate

Å Can be expanded based on the discussed themes

Å To add a sense of ownership and quality

Å Informal forum for discussion, exchange of opinions and agreement 

on issues

Å Members to act as multipliers to raise the issue of EUSDR to 

Monitoring Committees and other stakeholders

Å Commitment and continuity of members important

Å Online community platform as an option

Å INTERACT to prepare proposal of the structure and objectives



Communication activities

Å Visual identity to concentrate on the region, not just the 

river

Å Newsletter to communicate now:

Å what EUSDR is all about

Å what is happening and what are the processes

Å No jargon!

Å Promotional film to show cooperation in the whole Danube 

region

Å Thematic programme events for potential applicants, clearly 

explaining the bigger picture to make links between local 

actions and macro-regional impact



Å Cultural diversity and knowledge of people in the region is the 

main asset!

Å EC prepares reference documents in EUSBR for project labeling, 

how to finance projects and selection criteria –could be used 

mutatis mutandis in EUSDR

Å Act now to influence elaboration and implementation of the 

Strategy

Å Macro-regions help detect real needs and help address them

Å In order to step away from a ‘river Strategy’ feeling it is important 

to collect ideas from all regions

Å Management and monitoring systems have to be set up accordingly 

for the next programming period

Å EUSDR has to have clear added value, not just to become ‘another 

strategy’

Summary and future outlook



Thank you very much for your attention.

Please don´t hesitate to contact us

for further information or visit

www.interact-eu.net 


