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Psychological background in CEE 

ÅEnthusiastic expectations

ÅNew legal instrument = 

ïhigher effectiveness in cooperation

ïbetter capacity for absorption of EU funds 

ïmore EU funds 

ÅLess experience in CBC than in WE

Adoption of the regulation by MSs

ÅAll 10 new CEE Member States adopted 

national provisions on EGTC

ÅStill not adopted by Ireland, Netherlands, 

Italy and Malta (as of November 2009)

ÅFirst national legislation on EGTC adopted 

by the Hungarian Parliament on 25 June 

2007 



12/19/2009

3

Registered EGTCs

Å Ister-Granum (Hungary, Slovakia) ï12.11.2008

Å Ung-Tisza-Túr-Sajó (Hungary, Slovakia) ï05.01.2009

Å Karst-Bodva (Slovakia, Hungary) ï11.02.2009

Å Amphictyony (Greece, Ciprus, Italy, France)

Å Duero-Duoro (Portugal, Spain)

Å Galicia-Norte Portugal (Portugal, Spain)

Å Lille-Kostrijk-Tournai (France, Belgium) ï22.01.2008

Å Euroregion Pyrénées-Mediterrannée (Spain, France)

Å West-Vlaanderen/Flandre-Dunkuerque-Cote dôOpale 

(Belgium-France)
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Planned EGTCs on external border

ÅEnlargement of the already registered HU-

SK bilateral EGTC with a new UA member

ÅNew trilateral HU-RO-SRB EGTC:

ïSigning of the convention is planned for today

ÅNew quadrilateral HU-SK-RO-UA EGTC:

ïInitially registered as Euroregion in 2005

ïProcedure of the registration as EGTC 

(signing the convention) started in 2007

Ung-Tisza-Túr
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ÅThe agreement was signed on 27.01.2007 

ÅThe Statutes were accepted on 24.07.2007 

Solution for UA participation

ÅAcc. to the Regulation participation of third 

countries possible if:

ïThe third country adopts national legislation

to create an instrument similar or close to the 

EGTC; OR/AND

ïThe third country signs agreements with EU 

Member States to enable their authorities to 

participate in EGTCs
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Solution for UA participation
ÅStatement of the Hungarian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs

ÅBilateral HU-UA Intergovernmental 

Agreement on CBC of 1997:

ïĂBoth Parties shall support and generate 

cross-border cooperation between the 

territorial self-governments and administrative 

autorities of their and the Other Partieôs 

jurisdictionò

Approach 1

ÅNot MS ïno need for approval of the 

prospective UA memberôs participation by 

UA authority

ÅThe designated HU competent authority 

(Court of Budapest) does not require prior 

UA approval for the registration
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Approach 2

ÅApproval of the UA Ministry of Interior 

received

ÅThe designated HU competent authority 

(Court of Budapest) accepts what is 

submitted as approval of the UA memberôs 

participation

Problems to review

ÅArt. 17: report on the application of the 

Regulation and proposals for amendments 

shall be submitted by 1 August 2011

ïUnified and clear provisions on participation of 

the third countriesô entities

ïCompatibility, harmonisation

ïDeadlines

ïAppeals etc.
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Conclusions / Questions 1

ÅEGTCs are eligible applicants

ÅIn practice one SK-HU EGTC submitted 

application to HU-SK-RO-UA ENPI CBC 

Programme with involvement of an 

additional UA partner

Å3 projects submitted by another HU-SK 

EGTC are selected under ETC 

programme on internal HU-SK border

Conclusions / Questions 2

ÅMuch more Ăpopularò in CEE than in WE

ÅAlthough it is developed for CBC within EU it 

seems to be necessary on external borders 

ÅJust an instrument, not a solution!

ÅCould be useful for specific activities but not 

for submitting applications in general

ÅControl, verification, Ăinternalò payments?
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Further information

ÅMinistry of Local Governments of Hungary:

www.otm.gov.hu/web/egtc.nsf

ÅCommittee of the Regions:

www.cor.europa.eu


