






Challenges for Changing Populations: 

The Programme’s 
first annual event

With over 240 participants from 
across North-West Europe, our 
first annual event went off with a 
bang! It focused on demograph-
ic change in North West Europe 
(and its related challenges). The 
quality of debate was exception-
ally high, with speakers from the 
OECD, the World Health Organi-
sation, as well as several eminent 
academics. Together with actors 
from a science theatre company 
and outreach activities in Lux-
embourg City, the avant garde 
format of the event made a wel-
come change from the typical, 
run of the mill EU conference. 
The results of the workshops 
and the presentations are availa-
ble on our website: http://www.
nweurope.eu/event2008/  

The culmination of the event 
was marked by the presenta-
tion of Opportunities for Ter-
ritorial Change: INTERREG 
IIIB NWE Europe Programme 
retrospective 2002-2008. This 
publication celebrates the joint 
efforts of more than 900 part-
ners across NWE during the last 
programming period. It is a tes-
tament to the political thrust of 

INTERREG projects: First, in taking 
up national obligations to imple-
ment EU policy by engaging the 
relevant stakeholders at ground 
level, and second, in influencing 
the shape of EU policy agenda 
as it evolved, using the expertise 
carved out through the coopera-
tion process and establishing a 
reputation as leaders in the field. 

The PDF version of this publica-
tion is available in our website in 
the four languages of the Pro-
gramme (English, French, Dutch 
and German): 

http://www.nweurope.eu/
index.php?act=page&page_
on=documents&id=348  
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Luxembourg, 22 & 23 September
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Next Annual Event: 
Rotterdam 
8&9 October 2009 

It will take place in Rotterdam (Cruise Terminal Rotterdam: 
www.cruiseterminalrotterdam.nl) on the 8 and 9 October and 
will deal with the four thematic priorities of the programme, 
with a special focus on Climate Change: mitigation and ad-
aptation. More information about this event will be available 
soon on the Programme’s website. 

Hard copies are available upon re-
quest by email to the Joint Tech-
nical Secretariat in Lille (nwe@
nweurope.eu)

Much was achieved in six 
years but there is still plenty 
to do in the new IVB Pro-
gramme: find out about the 
new thematic priorities of NWE 
(Innovation; Natural Resources; 
Connectivity and Stronger Com-
munities) at www.nweurope.eu

There are many more opportu-
nities to experiment in the IN-
TERREG laboratory. You do not 
need a white coat or goggles, 
just determination, persever-
ance and an open mind.
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The recently approved project 
Livinggreen.eu - focused on 
sustainable renovation of ex-
isting buildings - is a good ex-
ample of what the Programme 
looks for in terms of outputs: 
tangible and long-lasting. 

Since its launch in December 
2008, the project has been 
working on the development of 
standards for sustainable reno-
vation of the existing building 
stock. This objective will be sup-
ported by a strong transnational 
partnership led by the Delft Local 
Government and with partners 
from the Netherlands, Germany, 
Belgium, France and the UK. 

Five example buildings in five 
countries will be renovated to 

make them more sustainable. 
Once the process is finished, the 
buildings will contribute to CO2 
neutrality by saving energy, us-
ing natural energy sources, sus-
tainable building materials and 
reducing drinking-water use.

The renovation processes will 
be used as learning models 
for sustainable renovation 
of a broad range of building 
types. These renovated buildings 
will function as demonstration 

The project was approved 
under Priority 4: Promoting 
strong and prosperous com-
munities at transnational level, 
Objective 4.2: 
to identify and develop collective actions that will improve 
the environmental quality and attraction of towns and cit-
ies including the sustainable use of the cultural heritage and 
tourism, and sustainable and innovative energy practices.

sites and accommodate sustain-
ability centres serving as meet-
ing points and facilities to bring 
together different stakeholders. 
The sustainability centres will or-
ganise educative workshops, dis-
semination events and interactive 
labs in sustainable living themes 
such as energy saving, sustaina-
ble water usage techniques, sus-
tainable building materials, etc. 
Through this perspective, the 
project will use cultural heritage 
as a demonstration site to pro-
mote innovative and sustainable 
energy practices. More informa-
tion at: www.livinggreen.eu

Old buildings 
turn green

Next issue of the NWE e-letter in the Autumn 2009
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