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Training Fact Sheet 

	Title

Venue

Date
	IPA CBC Seminars – Cross-border programmes between Member States and IPA countries

L'Aquila

24 January 2007

	Outline
	Background

Following the proposal presented by the European Commission in September 2004, on 17 July 2006 the Council adopted the Regulation (EC) No. 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) for the period 2007-2013 to assist candidate countries (Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey) as well as potential candidate countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia including Kosovo). 

As such, it constitutes a framework regulation laying down the objectives and main principles for pre-accession assistance and presenting the articulation of the cross-border co-operation component and of the other four components, which compose the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance. Given its nature and its structure, the IPA Regulation needs to be complemented by detailed implementing rules, as provided for in its Article 3.3.

On 22 November 2006 a draft of the implementing rules of the IPA in the form of a Commission Regulation – including its cross–border cooperation component – has been made available to Member States. The draft has also been made available to beneficiary countries through the EC Delegations. A thorough discussion with Member States on the draft regulation took place on 14–15 December 2006 in the first meeting of the IPA Management Committee. The approval of IPA implementing rules is expected for March–April 2007.

The IPA cross–border co-operation component includes two strands: 

·
cross–border co-operation between candidate/potential candidate countries and EU Member States (i.e. cross–border co-operation at EU external borders);

·
cross–border co-operation among candidate/potential candidate countries (i.e. cross–border co-operation at "internal" Western Balkan borders).

Cross–border co-operation with Member States is implemented under the responsibility of both DG Enlargement and DG Regional Policy.

Objective

With regards to the IPA CBC strand concerning cross–border co-operation between candidate/potential candidate countries and Member States, INTERACT Point Managing Transition and External Cooperation (INTERACT MTEC) together with DG Enlargement and DG Regional Policy, is organising three technical Seminars open to the authorities of the relevant countries.

The Seminars' main objectives are:

(1)
To present the IPA implementing rules for cross–border co-operation at borders between candidate/potential candidate countries and Member States.

(2)
To provide the necessary elements concerning the programming process, including the preparation of the joint cross border programmes.

(3)
To provide a discussion forum to enable the participants to raise their open issues concerning programming and implementation.

The target group includes IPA stakeholders, such as national, regional and local authorities that will be directly involved in the preparation and implementation of the IPA CBC programmes 2007-2013 at borders between candidate/potential candidate countries and the EU.

The participant’s were provided with an opportunity to network.

Material packs including the workshop documentation were distributed to all participants.
Number of Participants : 66

Countries Represented : Greece, Italy, Slovenia and Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro (+ Serbia in phasing–out)
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