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ESPON 2006 Programme
"Spatial development of an enlarging European Union”

= Programme under Interreg lll
= Purposes:
= Support to policy development

= A scientific network and platform for applied European
territorial research

= EXxpectations:

= New knowledge and evidence on European territorial
trends and impact of EU policies

= [ntegrated territorial analysis, tools and scenarios
= 34 applied research projects in total

= 15 Final Reports from transnational teams
= Budget 17 million Euro




ESPON network
Lead Partners and Project Partners
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ESPON 2006 Programme
Characteristics

Evidence on

= Trends (in several thematic fields)
= Territorial impact of EU policies

= Integrated analysis

= Tools

= European perspective

= Geographical coverage: Entire EU 25+2+2 countries
= Statistical units: Nuts 2 and 3

= 3 level approach in analysis

= Dialogue with users and stakeholders
= ESPON CU events and support
= ESPON Contact Point activites
= INTERACT cooperation




Cooperation ESPON — INTERACT

e ESPON is a partner in INTERACT Qualification & Transfer
e Cooperation focus on thematic studies and seminars
— Transportation and communication networks
Spatial visions and scenarios
Environmental hazards and risk management
Polycentricty and rural-urban relations
Cross-border cooperation
* INTERREG experience meet ESPON results
— Where are which topics “hot”?

— What can INTERREG and ESPON learn from each
other for the next programmes?

— What can INTERREG and ESPON learn from each
other for future projects?
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In search of territorial potentials
ESPON Midterm results

= Signs of Europe moving towards better territorial
balance and cohesion

= Signs of increasing competition of regions

= Confirmation that Europe entails a rich regional diversity
and specialisation

= Every region offers a unique combination of territorial
potentials for development

= Every region faces as well individual challenges

= Substantial possibilities for exploiting potentials and
improving regional competitiveness, particular through
territorial cooperation




Major spatial infrastructures within the European territory

European Urban system

Transport, communication
and ecological networks

Pentagon (14-32-46)

Increasing importance of
Metropolitan regions
outside

Growth in GDP in areas
with relatively lower GDP
level (% 1995-2002)




