






Article 16

Final provisions

1. Member States shall make such provisions as are appro-
priate to ensure the effective application of this Regulation.

Where required under the terms of that Member State's
national law, a Member State may establish a comprehensive
list of the tasks which the members of an EGTC within the
meaning of Article 3(1) formed under its laws already have, as
far as territorial cooperation within that Member State is
concerned.

The Member State shall inform the Commission and the other
Member States accordingly of any provisions adopted under
this Article.

2. Member States may provide for the payment of fees in
connection with the registration of the convention and statutes.
Those fees may not, however, exceed the administrative cost
thereof.

Article 17

Report and review clause

By 1 August 2011, the Commission shall forward to the Euro-
pean Parliament and the Council a report on the application of
this Regulation and proposals for amendments, where appro-
priate.

Article 18

Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following its
publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.

It shall apply by 1 August 2007, with the exception of
Article 16, which shall apply from 1 August 2006.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Strasbourg, 5 July 2006.

For the European Parliament

The President
J. BORRELL FONTELLES

For the Council

The President
P. LEHTOMÄKI

31.7.2006L 210/24 Official Journal of the European UnionEN
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Appendix 3: Fact sheets on the projects of round table 3 
Cross-border scheme 
Territory or 
project name 
 

“Grensoverschrijdend Samenwerkingsplatform – Plate-forme transfrontalière 
West-Vlaanderen – Flandre – Dunkerque – Côte d’Opale” 

Location  

Territories located along the French-Belgian border between the North Sea and the 
boundaries of the Lille conurbation. 
The Platform operates with variable geometry according to the projects and topics dealt 
with. “Extended” cooperation is distinguished from “local” cooperation. 

The full perimeter of the Platform (“extended cooperation”) encompasses, on the 
Belgian side, the whole of Western Flanders Province and, on the French side, the 
territory of the Syndicat Mixte de la Côte d’Opale (Opal Coast public-sector 
association), the rest of the Dunkirk district and 4 municipalities of the Bethune 
district. 
Within the local cooperation framework, the Platform focuses its activities on the 
French and Belgian coasts, Flemish Westhoek and the Dunkirk district (and the 4 
municipalities of the Bethune district). 

Population 
concerned 

Western Flanders Province: 1,141,853 inhabitants 
French territory: 1,040,000 inhabitants 

Scheme partners 

French side:  
- Dunkerque Grand Littoral Communauté urbaine 
- Pays des Moulins de Flandre 
- Pays Cœur de Flandre 
- Le Sous-Préfet de Dunkerque 
- Agence d’urbanisme de la région Flandre-Dunkerque 
- Syndicat Mixte de la Côte d'Opale 
- Conseil Régional Nord Pas-de-Calais 
- Conseil Général du Nord 
- Conseil de Développement durable de la Communauté urbaine de Dunkerque 
- Conseil de Développement du Pays des Moulins de Flandre 
- Conseil de Développement du Pays Cœur de Flandre 
Flemish (Belgian) side:  
- Provincie West-Vlaanderen  
- De gouverneur van West-Vlaanderen 
- West-Vlaamse Intercommunale 
- Westhoekoverleg 
- RESOC Westhoek 
- Lid van het Vlaams Parlement / member of the Flemish Parliament (Flanders 
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Region) 
- Lid van de Kamer van Volksvertegenwoordigers / member of the federal 

Parliament (Belgian federal state) 
Start date  29-11-2004 
Scheme type  Territory project  

Scheme 
description  
 

The West-Vlaanderen / Flandre - Dunkerque - Côte d'Opale cross-border 
cooperation Platform was established in 2004 with the aim of forming closer ties 
between territories and inhabitants on either side of the French-Belgian border. 
The Platform is intended to enable the partners to get to know each other better, to 
dialogue, to coordinate their actions, pool their assets, boost new initiatives and 
develop a shared vision, in order to ensure the sustainable and responsible 
development of the cross-border territory and promote its influence in Europe and 
internationally. 
The partners of the West-Vlaanderen / Flandre – Dunkerque – Côte d’Opale cross-
border Platform wanted to place their action under the aegis of sustainable 
development. The advent of multiple economic development, the promotion of social 
progress, environmental responsibility and participation by all the stakeholders are 
the values of the cooperation project. This project is broken down into several 
priorities: 
- Establish a unified cross-border space 
- Promote coordinated and consistent spatial planning 
- Ensure sustainable economic development 
- Encourage the establishment of cross-border space for education, research and 

creativity 
- Develop provision for cross-border mobility 
- Encourage sustainable management of resources and landscapes 
- Offer joint tourism and cultural programmes  
Target public: general public, citizens and everyone potentially involved in cross-
border cooperation 
Achievements:  
- cross-border GIS and cross-border observatory 
- hospital cooperation 
- consultation and cooperation on water management 
- access by French job-seekers to the Belgian Flanders job market 
- cross-border new music network 

Objectives for 
2007-2013 

- Improve participation by the various players in the Platform: involvement of 
elected representatives, improvement of the link between technical people and 
elected representatives, setting-up of a forum for associations and citizens 

- Improve and develop communication tools for reaching the different target 
audiences (website, liaison bulletin) 
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- Set up a suitable legal structure for the Platform 
- Accomplish the operational objectives decided each year by the Standing 

Conference: employment and training, transport links (in particular rail link and 
non-motorised links), tourism, culture, health, environment, spatial planning, etc. 

- Optimise the coherence between the “Metropolitan cooperation” and “Cross-
border platform” schemes 

European grouping of territorial cooperation  

Why do you want 
to form an EGTC? 

- Given the number and diversity of the partner structures, it seems to us that the 
legal status of the EGTC is the most appropriate status for our cooperation 

- Until now the platform has been an informal framework for cross-border 
cooperation, without a legal structure. Our initial objective was not to establish a 
legal entity, but rather to bring together people and institutions in the cross-
border territory concerned, encourage discussion and establish the conditions for 
setting up a genuine cross-border territory project.  

- Today, in order to be able to respond to European challenges, improve the 
structuring of our cross-border territory and strengthen the participation and 
involvement of all the present partners concerned, it seems to us essential to 
move towards a legal structure. 

- Finally, it seems to us important to be able to establish, in the long-term, an entity 
capable of establishing direct relations with the European Union, in particular for 
the management of European funds. 

What issues do 
you still have to 
deal with before 
setting up your 
EGTC? 

- The political determination to set up a legal structure exists. The partners must 
now examine the means of setting up a legal structure in which all the present 
partners will be able to participate. Many legal issues must be raised and 
examined. The large number and above all the diversity of the partners could 
raise difficulties:  

- Present partners: partners with and without legal status; diversity of legal 
statutes; how to ensure representation of all the present partners (including those 
without legal status) in a legal structure.  

- Participation in a legal structure incurs obligations, including with regard to the 
funding of the structure - obligation of a financial contribution. What about 
partners that do not have the financial resources to contribute to the funding? 
Does the law allow exceptions?  

- The legal status of the EGTC stipulates mandatory organs and consultative 
organs. Taking account of the obligations and possibilities stipulated by the 
EGTC, what methods for ensuring effective operation provide both flexibility and 
pragmatism?  

- The Platform operates with variable geometry according to the projects and topics 
dealt with. The full perimeter of the Platform (“extended cooperation”) 
encompasses the whole of Western Flanders Province and the territory of the 
Syndicat Mixte de la Côte d’Opale, together with the territory of the Pays Cœur 
de Flandre (see “Location” above), “extended cooperation”. The platform focuses 
its activities primarily on the Flemish coast and Westhoek and the Dunkirk 
district, “local cooperation”. Would this dual approach within the platform raise 
difficulties in the context of the legal structure of the EGTC? 
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Cross-border scheme 
Territory or 
project name 
 

French Riviera Community – Imperia Province 
Cross-border bus line San Remo – Roquebrune-Cap-Martin 

Location  France - Italy 
Population 
concerned 100,000 inhabitants 

Scheme partners 
- State 
- Département 
- Imperia Province and French Riviera Community 

Start date  2004 
Scheme type Territory project 

Scheme 
description  

- Monaco employment area for 35,000 persons 
- 20,000 persons cross the territory of the French Riviera Community every day 
- Reduce the number of vehicles along the coast 

Objectives for 
2007-2013 

- Operation start-up on 1 August 2007 
- 2-year trial 

European grouping of territorial cooperation  
Why do you want 
to form an EGTC? 

To have a legal structure for this and future operation within the framework of cross-
border cooperation with Italy and Monaco 

What issues do 
you still have to 
deal with before 
setting up your 
EGTC? 

- Drafting of the requirement specification for the carrier tendering procedure. 
- Obtaining of permits for establishing this line, which passes through three 

countries. 
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Cross-border scheme 
Territory or 
project name 
 

Alzette Belval 2015 

Location  France-Luxemburg border in northern Lorraine 

Population 
concerned 

About 27,000 inhabitants on the French side 
About 70,000 inhabitants on the Luxemburg side 
 

Scheme partners 

- French state 
- Lorraine Regional Council 
- Moselle and Meurthe & Moselle département councils 
- Community of Municipalities of the Pays Haut Val d’Alzette 
- Luxemburg state 
- Municipalities of Esch/Alzette, Schifflange, Sanem, Mondercange 

Start date  

- Luxemburg side: rehabilitation of the disused ARBED industrial site 
at Belval West since 1996 

- French side: project submitted in July 2005 
- Joint cross-border scheme in progress 

Scheme type 
Support project for the emergence of a cross-border conurbation and structuring of 
the development of a cross-border territory based on a joint integrated approach 
between the French and Luxemburg partners. 

Scheme 
description 

- Luxemburg side: development of the disused ARBED industrial site (€1bn over 
15 years, 20,000 to 25,000 site users, 5,000 to 7,000 additional inhabitants) 
around 6 key functions:  
� higher education: science and research centre 
� research: materials, ICTs, biomedical 
� business incubator 
� businesses: 800,000 sq. m of shops and offices 
� culture and leisure: music, industrial heritage 
� housing: 1500 to 2000 dwellings 

- French side: The aim is for the northern Lorraine areas to benefit from, work with 
and support Luxemburg’s growth around several topics, with the objective of 
developing a cross-border conurbation:  
� higher education, research, training 
� urban planning, living environment, habitat 
� industrial and economic development (MIPI link) 
� transport infrastructure 

Total: about 
100,000 inhabitants 
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� culture 

Objectives for 
2007-2013 

- Setting-up of an operational planning instrument in order to initiate cross-border 
actions and ensure their consistency according to two criteria:  
� political governance of the cross-border project  
� operational implementation of the actions 

- Priority developments including:  
� Micheville site 
� Terres Rouges slag heap 
� Portes de Belval sector 

- Structuring of an integrated development scheme based on an overall cross-
border planning strategy 

European grouping of territorial cooperation  

Why do you want 
to form an EGTC? 

- Definition of a cross-border planning strategy for the zone based on a 
development plan for the cross-border region  
 (Æ towards a cross-border conurbation) 

- Cross-border governance of the project 
- Implementation of joint operational actions 
- Mobilisation and pooling of the partners’ funds for implementation of joint actions 
- Obtaining of European funding, in particular for INTERREG objective 3 

What issues do 
you still have to 
deal with before 
setting up your 
EGTC? 

- Legal and financial impacts of the location of the EGTC’s registered office 
(France or Luxemburg Æ applicable legislation?) 

- Exact tasks and competences of the EGTC:  
� instrument for coordination, consistency and governance 
� and/or instrument with the capacity to act as responsible for development 

operations and programmes  
- Definition of the EGTC management organs 
- Definition of the tasks and liabilities of permanent organs (director and 

administrative team) 
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Cross-border scheme 
Territory or 
project name 
 

EURODISTRICT ODERLAND-NADODRZE (EDON),  
project: “Border Crossing”, as part of the European INTERact programme 

Location  German-Polish border 
Population 
concerned Approximately 200,000 inhabitants of Germany and Poland 

Scheme partners 

- Municipality of Barnim-Oderbruch (D) 
- Kostrzyn council (PL) 
- Council and municipality of Debno (PL) 
- Municipality of Mieszkowice (PL) 

Start date   2003 

Scheme type  
Territory project and thematic project: cooperation initiative of 21 German and Polish 
municipalities, mainly in the following areas: administrative collaboration, 
development of tourism, development of infrastructure, culture and training 

Scheme 
description  
 

- “Bez Granic/Without borders” project (2003-2005), cultural collaboration  
- 28.05.2004 “Wriezen Declaration”: initiative of 15 German and Polish 

municipalities on administrative cooperation 
- “Border Crossing” project: establishment of sustainable territorial cooperation 

structures (coordination centre, tourism centre, economic centre), preparation of 
the next European programming period 2007-2013, definition of practical projects 
for the next few years 

- 25.08.2006 “Chojna Declaration”: collaboration of 21 municipalities in the 
following areas: administrative collaboration, development of tourism, 
development of infrastructure, culture and training 

- 07.11.2006: the 9th Regional Conference of the Eurodistrict Oderland-Nadodrze 
decides on 73 projects important for the future of the region 

Objectives for 
2007-2013 

- Development of the German-Polish border region, benefiting from the 
possibilities of EU support in tourism, development of ecological energies, 
infrastructure, culture and training 

- 2007: foundation of the “Eurodistrict Oderland-Nadodrze (EDON)” EGTC? 
European grouping of territorial cooperation  

Why do you want 
to form an EGTC? 

- Joint management of European Union structural programmes 
- Joint investments (infrastructure, energy) 
- “Speaking with one voice to the outside” 
- Long-term funding of operating structures 

What issues do 
you still have to 
deal with before 
setting up your 

- What will be the possibilities of managing European Union structural 
programmes? 

- What would be the legal status of an EGTC? 
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EGTC? - What must be prepared and decided before forming an EGTC? 
- What must be done in practical terms to form our EGTC? 
- What are the disadvantages of an EGTC? 
- What differentiates structures such as the EGTC from the Euroregions? 
- A final decision must be taken in all 21 German and Polish municipalities 
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Cross-border scheme 
Territory or 
project name 
 

Establishment of the Cerdagne and Capcir Joint Cross-Border Hospital on the 
basis of a French-Catalan medical and healthcare management project 

Location  France – Spain 
(Pyrénées Orientales-Languedoc Roussillon-Catalonia) 

Population 
concerned 

30,000 inhabitants (15,000 on either side of the border) with seasonal peak 
populations of about 150,000 

Scheme partners 

- Ministère de la Santé et des Solidarités – DHOS 
- ARH du Languedoc – Roussillon 
- Departament de Salut de la Generalitat de Catalunya 
- Servei català de la Salut 
- Ajuntament de Puigcerdà, Mairie de Bourg Madame, Consell Comarcal 

Start date  
Late 2000: 1st hospital convention for management of emergencies in 2001, followed 
by a third-party payment convention in 2003 and a feasibility study for the 
establishment of a hospital within the framework of the Euroregion in January 2003 
(INTERREG III study) 

Scheme type  Topical project on the joint establishment of a hospital as part of a health network – 
structuring project which becomes a territory project. 

Scheme 
description  
 

Topic and objective: 
- Establishment of a joint inter-departmental organisation for the construction, 

installation and management of a hospital with medical, surgical and obstetric 
facilities to meet the needs of the inhabitants of Cerdagne and Capcir (Spanish 
and French parts) 

- Insertion of this hospital into a cross-border health network to be formalised 
Current achievements: 
- Establishment of a private foundation under Catalan law with the capacity to 

manage the entire project. French civil service departments participate in this 
foundation. The project is conducted as if it were an interdepartmental 
organisation 

- Setting-up of the various working groups with members including, in a French-
Spanish partnership, the professionals and establishments of the territory, for 
joint definition of the operation of the health network and the future cross-border 
hospital 

Future milestones: 
- Foundation stone of the construction of the hospital, early 2007. Finalisation of 

the project in 2009 
- Establishment of the cross-border organisation: consorcio? EGTC? 

Objectives for 
2007-2013 

- Establishment of an EGTC (if it is the most appropriate structure) 
- Following-up of the work of the working groups, with final validation of the 
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territory medical project of the hospital within the network 
- Monitoring of the construction phases and the equipment plan 
- Funding plan 
- Additional studies (contractualisation and European social law), etc. 

European grouping of territorial cooperation  

Why do you want 
to form an EGTC? 

We think that the EGTC, on the basis of the information available to us, is the best 
instrument for: 
- establishing a stable structure for cooperation between two or more asymmetric 

administrations (French state, Generalitat de Catalunya, municipalities, etc.)  
- making cooperation possible for projects and cross-border public service 

management  
- having an independent legal personality. 

What issues do 
you still have to 
deal with before 
setting up your 
EGTC? 

- Know how the different states are going to organise the different cooperation 
arrangements according to their competences 

- Draft the statutes by adapting those already written for the foundation and for the 
Consorcio 

- Estimate the operating budget of the future EGTC and define the contributions of 
the future members 

- Identify the founding members of the EGTC and the procedures for expanding its 
board of directors 
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Cross-border scheme 
Territory or project 
name 
 

Alpi Marittime/Mercantour cross-border protected space 

Location Italy/France 

Population 
concerned 

Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime (PNAM): 10,000  
Parc National du Mercantour (PNM): 40,000 

Scheme partners 
- Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime (I) 
- Parc National du Mercantour (F) 
- The two Ministries of the Environment and the Piedmont Region 

Start date  Collaboration established in 1987 
Scheme type Territory project 

Scheme 
description  

- The joint action plan presented in October 2006 defines 5 priorities: 
 1) formalise the cooperation 
 2) improve knowledge of the natural and cultural heritage in order to manage it better 
 3) educate about the environment 
 4) contribute to sustainable development 
 5) build, communicate on and promote the joint cross-border space 
- Public: visitors, elected representatives, local populations 

Objectives for 
2007-2013 

5 short-term projects for the 5 priorities: 
1) establishment of the EGTC 
2) generalised biological inventory and data bank on the cultural heritage 
3) cross-border network of mountain schools 
4) sustainable development charter for the cross-border space 
5) annual Alpi Marittime/Mercantour festival and network of interest groups 

European grouping of territorial cooperation  

Why do you want to 
form an EGTC? 

Refer to priority 1 of the action plan: 
- to formalise and sustain the cooperation 
- to improve management of INTERREG projects 
- to harmonise management 

What issues do you 
still have to deal with 
before setting up 
your EGTC? 

The Ministero dell’Ambiente, Regione Piemonte, Parco Alpi Marittime Protocol 
provides for the setting-up of a cross-border working group tasked with putting forward 
ideas. Composition of the group: 
- the directors of the two parks, 
- 1 representative of the Piedmont Region, 
- 1 representative of the Ministero dell’Ambiente, 
- 1 representative of the French state, 
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- French and Italian experts. 
 



  

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission Opérationnelle Transfrontalière 
38 rue des Bourdonnais 
75001 Paris – France 
Tel: +33 (0)1 55 80 56 80 
Fax: +33 (0)1 42 33 57 00 
E-mail : mot@mot.asso.fr 
Web site : http://www.espaces-transfrontaliers.eu  

 

“Information and discussion day on the European grouping of territorial 
cooperation, Thursday, 16 November 2006, IRA, Metz” 
 
November 2007  
 




