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Topics to be covered

– Single programme management bodies

– Lead Partner Principle

– Where you can read more…



WHY SINGLE BODIES?

Comments made on the need for genuine cooperation. 
For example:

• ‘This pooling of the implementing bodies and 
financial elements should in principle encourage the 
emergence of a common strategy and approach for 
the area concerned.’ (Court of Auditors – Special 
Report on INTERREG III, p 8)

• ‘The spirit of the guidelines … is also to promote 
cooperation between the bodies implementing CIPs.’ 
(Court of Auditors – Special Report on INTERREG III, 
p 43)



Joint Programme Management Bodies

The management bodies are:

– Monitoring Committee
– (Steering Committee)

– Managing Authority
– Joint Technical Secretariat

– Certifying Authority

– Audit Authority



Structures, Responsibilities and Liability
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Joint programme management bodies
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Programme management bodies

The Monitoring Committee:
– No significant changes from current function
– Two key parts of this function remain

– Responsible for deciding, monitoring and adjusting programme
strategy
– Member State representation in the programme to safeguard and 
ensure fulfillment of Member State responsibilities

Do you need a separate Steering Committee? If so, it still 
reports to the Monitoring Committee



Programme management bodies

Managing Authority – Main Responsibilities 1:

– Ensuring that projects are approved, delivered and 
monitored in accordance with agreed criteria

– Recording and storing accounting records
– Ensuring project accounting standards, maintenance of 

the audit trail and that payment has been certified 
correctly

– Ensuring that adequate information is provided to the 
Joint Certifying Authority



Programme management bodies

Managing Authority – main responsibilities 2:
– Leading the MC and providing it with documents (not 

necessarily chairing)
– Drawing up and submitting reports to Commission
– Ensuring evaluations are carried out and meet quality 

standards
– Ensuring compliance with information and publicity 

requirements

In Territorial Cooperation not responsible for ensuring 
compliance with national and Community rules (First 
Level Control task)



Programme Management Bodies

Why only one MA?

– Each programme needs one body to assume 
responsibility towards the Member States and the 
Commission

– Each programme needs to decide and enforce 
common monitoring procedures to ensure equal 
standards and compatibility of data 

– The electronic accounts held by the Managing 
Authority must cover spending and payments in all 
parts of the programme




